
High gas prices are keeping 
more and more people at 
home this summer.  And 
that means many people 
are entertaining friends and 
family in their homes in-
stead of going out of town.  
The Housing and Commu-
nity Services Department is 
pleased to be able to pro-
vide you with safe and sani-
tary housing, however we 
want your family entertain-
ment experiences to be just 
as safe.  Following are 
―Seven Super Steps to Safe 
Food In the Summer‖, from 
the Fight Bac! Website. 
 
1. Wash, Wash, Wash Your 

Hands (as in Row, Row, 
Row Your Boat).  Always, 
wash your hands with 
warm water and soap for 
at least 20 seconds be-
fore and after handling 
food. 

2. Marinating Mandate.  Al-
ways marinate food in the 
refrigerator.  Don‘t use 
sauce that was used to 
marinate raw meat or 
poultry on cooked food.  
Boil used marinade be-
fore applying to cooked 
food. 

 
 

3. Hot, Hot, Hot.  When grill-
ing foods, preheat the 
coals on your grill for 20 
to 30 minutes, or until the 
coals are lightly coated 
with ash. 

4. Temperature Gauge.  
Use a food thermometer 
to ensure that food 
reaches a safe internal 
temperature. 

5. Where‘s the Beef?  
Chicken and Fish?  Ham-
burgers should be cooked 
to 160

o
F, while large cuts 

of beef such as roasts 
and steaks may be 
cooked to 145

o 
F for me-

dium rare or to 160
o
F for 

medium.  Poultry must 
reach a temperature of 
165

o
F.  Fish should be 

opaque and flake easily. 

6. Stay Away from the Same 
Old Plate.  When taking 
foods off the grill, do not 
put cooked food items 
back on the same plate 
that held raw food, unless 
it has been washed with 
hot, soapy water first.  
And in hot weather 
(above 90

o
F) foods 

should never sit out for 
more than one hour be-
fore going in the refrigera-
tor. 

7. Icebox Etiquette.  A full 
cooler will maintain its cold 
temperatures longer than 
one that is partially filled so 
it is important to pack 
plenty of extra ice or 
freezer packs to ensure a 
constant cold temperature.  
Keep the cooler out of the 
direct sun. 

Housing Authority staff are 
often called upon to assist 
persons who have financial 
needs but frequently they 
face those who have physical 
needs as well. On several 
occasions staff have gone 
the extra mile to assist per-
sons who have visual impair-
ments.  Recently, support 
staff from the Section 8 pro-
gram became concerned 
when a person with limited 
vision waited more than an 
hour for his arranged ride.  
She was ready to take him 
home in her car but working 
as a team, we were finally 
able to contact the van ser-
vice and he was able to get 
home.  On another occasion 
a Public Housing support 
person assisted a man with 
limited vision in completing 
the Public Housing applica-
tion.  She talked 
him completely 
through the proc-
ess, including 
guiding his hand 
to the place where he signed 
his ―X‖.   Vicki Liguori and 
Shreda Johnson are just two 
of many Housing employees 
who deliver results that mat-
ter! 
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Other ways you can be a good 
renter—and this goes for Public 
Housing and Section 8 clients.  
These tips are taken from the Kan-
sas Tenants Handbook. 
 

Keep the parts of the building you 
rent (especially appliances) as 
clean as the building‘s condition 
allows. 
Try to get along with the other 
tenants (or neighbors). 
Check with your landlord before 
you attach anything to the apart-
ment (or house), such as shelves 
or carpet. 
Check before having a roommate 
move in since this is a change in 
your original agreement.  Check 
also about pets if you want to get 
one. 

Notify your landlord if you plan to 
be away from your house or apart-
ment for more than a few days.   
Also keep in mind that you are 
responsible not only for your own 
actions, but also those of your 
family, your friends, your friends‘ 
friends—any person or animal in 
your home with your expressed or 
implied consent.  Any damage or 
trouble caused by these other par-
ties can be held against you. 

 
Rent tenancy is a two-way street, and 
you as a tenant should do all you can 
to meet your responsibilities. 

Public Housing residents should be 
advised that there may be a change 
in the time that courtesy rent state-
ments are received starting with the 
August statements.  New electronic 
systems are being installed which 
could cause a delay in the creation of 
rent statements.  However, RENT IS 
DUE ON THE FIRST OF THE 
MONTH, regardless of whether or not 
you receive your rent statement prior 
to that time.  As a renter, it is your 
responsibility to insure that your rent 
is paid on time.  In most rental situa-
tions, rent statements are not issued 
at all—the tenant just knows that their 
rent is due on a certain date. 
 
So, please be a good renter, and pay 
your rent on the first of the month, 
whether you get a statement or not.   

     The moYour Public Housing and 
Section 8 programs rank in the top 
tier of HUD Housing Authorities.  
Both have been designated as 
―high performers‖ which means that 
we are meeting and exceeding 
HUD‘s expectations for providing 
safe, sanitary housing for Wichita 
residents.  We are proud of this 
designation because it means our 
staff are delivering quality services 
in accordance with our guidelines.  
Sometimes we know that you are  

frustrated when we cannot make 
exceptions in specific situations, but 
it is important that we treat every-
one‘s situation according to the 
rules HUD establishes. 
     Being designated as a High Per-
former also places us in a position 
to apply for more funds to provide 
even more services to you.  So our 
staff will continue to do everything 
they can to maintain this status. 
     Of course, just as we want to be 
careful to follow HUD rules, we also 

want to be sure we are providing 
you with the services you need and 
want.  That is one of the reasons 
we distribute surveys to our Public 
Housing residents and Section 8 
clients, and why, as you will note 
below, we want you to send those 
in so that we can either congratu-
late our staff who are doing a good 
job, or make corrections if you iden-
tify a problem in our system.  And in 
case you were wondering, I read 
each of your responses.  I look for-
ward to reading even more! 

We need to hear from you about 
our ‗behind the scenes‘ he-
roes  
and others!  Each month we 
distribute customer surveys 
to persons who have re-
ceived services through our 
department.  The survey 
asks questions about how 
well we have done in deliv-

ering quality services and in-
formation to you.   
So, when you receive a sur-
vey, please fill it out and return 
it in the postage-paid envelope 
provided.  Let us know what 
we did well, and if there are 
any ways in which we can im-
prove.  We look forward to 
hearing from you! 

Rental News You Can Use! 

 From the Director’s Chair     

 Mary K. Vaughn 
      

 

             

Behind the Scenes ... 
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We’re proud of  
our people! 

 
 
 
 
We don‘t have new staff to wel-
come in this newsletter but we will 
soon!  Two employees have left or 
are leaving (Rhonda Harper and 
Ylonda Dennis) and we hope to fill 
their positions in the coming 
weeks.  So watch this column for 
news of our new employees! 



EXTENSION REQUESTS 
FOR 

FAILED INSPECTION ITEMS 
 

For fairness and consistency the 
Section 8 Division applies the 
following policies and procedures 
for receiving and processing re-
quests for extending Housing 
Quality Standards compliance 
deadlines.  The following pro-
vides details on conditions  un-
der which extensions will be 
granted to Section 8 clients and/
or landlords. 
 
1. Extensions will not be 

granted without just cause. 
2. Verbal extensions will not be 

granted.  All extensions must 
be submitted in writing, 
emailed or faxed to the Sec-
tion 8 office prior to the date 
repairs are to be completed.  
Extension requests must be 
received 7 days prior to any 
scheduled inspection. 

3. Extensions will not be 
granted at initial inspections. 

4. Extensions will not be 
granted for life threatening 
violations requiring correc-
tions within 24 hours. 

 
Extension Request forms may be 
picked up at the Section 8 office 
or at the Department website at:  
http://www.wichita.gov/
cityoffices/housing/section8.  
 

 

VOUCHERS FOR VETERANS 
 

The Housing Authority has re-
ceived a special allocation of 
vouchers for homeless veterans.  
Referrals for these vouchers 
must come through the Veterans 
Medical Center.  Referrals will be 
screened by Section 8 staff and 
provided vouchers if they are de-
termined eligible.  This new pro-
gram will assist many of the 
homeless population who have 
served our country in one of the 
armed forces.  We are proud to 
be a part of this program. 
 
  

NOTES FROM MAY’08  
FSS WORKSHOP 

The ―Making Your Mark‖ work-
shop was presented by Frances 
Ervin and Salyi Vu with the TRIO 
Educational Opportunities Cen-
ters Program.  The 42 families in 
attendance received valuable 
information on the ―Pyramid of 
Success for Children‖, the adult 
―Career Tree‖, ―Cash for College‖ 
and ―How to Build  A Support 
Network‖.   The participants felt 
that these topics were very rele-
vant to their goals of self-
sufficiency and many completed 
applications after the session, 
while others took applications 
home for family or friends.  This 
experience is one more reason 
all Section 8 clients should con-
sider participating in the Family 
Self-Sufficiency program. 

Section 8 and FSS Clients: 

Section 8 News 

Current HAP Payment Schedule 
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AUGUST, 2008      JULY 29, 2008    

SEPTEMBER, 2008     AUGUST 29, 2008      

Month      Mail Date 

2008 FSS Workshops 
6:00 pm 

Atwater City Hall 

July 10 
September 13 

October 9 
November 6 

2008 CreditSmart  
Workshops 

10:00 am 
Atwater City Hall 

August 23: Banking Services 
October 18: Becoming A Homeowner 

2008 Homeowners Alumni 
Meetings 
5:30 pm 

Atwater City Hall 

For current Section 8 homeowners! 
 

July 14 
September 15 

MEETING REMINDERS: 
 

Landlords: 
 

The next landlord briefing will be 
held on September 10, 2008, at 
2:00 pm, at the Housing and 
Community Services Department 
office, 332 N. Riverview.  Make 
plans now to attend.  Feedback 
from our previous sessions has 
been very positive, and we look 
forward to upcoming opportuni-
ties to share news and informa-
tion with our landlord partners!   

http://www.wichita.gov/housing/section8.asp
http://www.wichita.gov/housing/section8.asp


332 N. Riverview 

Wichita, KS 67203 

HOUSING AND COMMUNIT Y SERVICES 

DEPARTMENT 

 
It doesn't seem possible, but school 
will start before the next Around the 
House newsletter, so parents should 
make note of the following dates and 
information. 

 
Enrollment for the 2008-2009 school 
year is July 28 - August 1. The first 
day of school for all students is Au-
gust 14. 
 
Some schools require you to pre-
sent proof of residency when en-
rolling. Please call the school you 
will be enrolling your child or children 
in and check with them about their 
specific requirements before going to 
the school to enroll.  
 
Before students may enter a Kansas 
school, an immunization certificate 
(officially referred to as a Kansas 
Certificate of Immunization or KCI),  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Brad Snapp has been hired to serve 
as Assistant Director of the Housing 
and Community Services Depart-
ment.  Brad comes to the depart-
ment following a 10-year career with 
Sedgwick County government, as 
Housing Director.  At Sedgwick, 
Brad was responsible for the County 
Section 8 program as well as the 
state-wide Mortgage Revenue Bond 
program.  He has been active in the 
New Communities Initiative pro-
gram, as well, serving on the Hous-
ing Pillar Group.  Brad‘s years of 
housing experience in  

Back To School 
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SCHOOL SUPPLIES 
 

The Salvation Army is providing 
FREE school supplies! 

August 4—August 13, 2008 

 
Parents should go to the location 
below, based on their home zip code: 
 

1739 S. Elpyco, 685-8699 
350 N. Market, 263-2769 
2151 W. Dora, 943-9893 

 

Hours are generally 10 am—noon 
and 1pm – 4 pm, but call for specifics 
for each location. 
 

Parents should bring: 
Proof of Address 
Proof of ID for every household 
member 
Proof of income for every house-
hold member 

 

School supplies are basic supplies 
and are pre-bagged by grade level. 

signed by a physician or health de-
partment representative, must be pro-
vided listing the month, day and year 
that vaccines were given. Some legal 
alternatives are available. Students 
who have recently moved into this 
school district and who are awaiting 
the transfer of immunization records 
have 14 days to obtain records. Im-
munization information and KCI forms 
are available at schools, at most 
health care providers and at the Wich-
ita-Sedgwick County Department of 
Community Health, 1900 E. 9th, 
Wichita, KS 67214, or call 660-7300. 
 
The Sedgwick County Health Depart-
ment provides immunizations, with 
fees based on a sliding scale, at the 
following location:   

West Central Clinic 
2716 W. Central 

660-7300 
Mon., Tues., Wed., Fri.  

8 a.m. to 6 p.m. 


